DOCUMENT RESUME 



JC 740 330 

They Come Part Tine! A Study of the Part Time and 
Extension student Population of Fall 1973. 
Mercer County community coll., Trenton, M.J. 
Jul 74 
29p. 

MF-S0.75 HC-11.85 PLUS POSTAGE 
Adult Education; College students; *Conmunity 
Colleges; Educational Responsibility; Enrollment 
Trends; ^Extension Education; ^Institutional 
Research; *Part Tise Students; Post Secondary 
Education; ^student characteristics; Surveys; Tables 
(Data) ; Technical Reports 

♦Mercer County Cossunity College; Hew Jersey 



The part-tine and extension student population of 
Mercer county Cossunity College vas surveyed in the fall of 1973 to 
provide inforsation about the characteristics, perceptions, and 
activities of these students. The survey instrument developed for the 
study vas the "Part Tine and Extension student survey.*' A conputer 
progras fot tabulating, cross-referencing, and printing the data vas 
also developed. The survey vas sailed to 3054 students of vhich 1,285 
returned it. The results of the survey, vhich are discussed and 
tabulated, are presented under the following headings: Denographic 
Characteristics, Educational Goals and Achievements, Assessments of 
the College, and Desires and Preferences (where and vhen courses 
should be offered) . These results show that a total of 38 percent of 
the students indicated that Occupational Upgrading was the major 
reason for attending the college; in contrast with full-time 
students, there were a number of differences in denographic 
characteristics, and the part-tine student was also likely to be 
older. The part-tine errollaent patterns suggest that the future 
growth of the college will be in its part-tine student population. 
Thus, consideration should be given to the admissions and recruitment 
of these potential students, and the efforts of the college will need 
to be directed toward serving the continuing education needs of the 
county* s population. (DB) 
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The portion for this survey of the 1973 part time students consisted of 3054 persons who ware enrolled 
during the Fall 1973 sanester for less than 12 charge hours. The entire papulation of part time and extension 
students for that semester was included in the survey. 

The survey instrument was mailed to the population of 3054 students on 12 Decanter 1973. Included i,. the 
mailing was a cover letter signed by Mr. Donald Shelter, Director of Evening and Extension Program,, Mr. Donald 
Suppers, Dean of Faculty, Ms. Patricia c. O'Connell, Evening Progr-n Counselor, and Dr. E. Timothy Ughtfield, 
Director of Institutional Research (Appendix B) , and a self-addressed envelope for returning the questionnaire. 

On 4 January 1974, a follow-up post-card reminder was sent to those meters of the population who had not 
responded to the questionnaire of the initial mailing. This follow-up post-card encouraged individuals to complete 
the form or to contact the Office of Institutional Research directly, if that was more convenient than filling 
out the questionnaire. 

A total of 1285 completed questionnaire, were received fran the population of 3054, for an overall .return/ 
response rate of 421. No additional follow-up efforts, other than the remind, post-card, were made. 

RESULTS 

Demcaraphic Characte rises of Part Time and B arton «*vw. 

During the Fall 1973 semester, 3054 students were enrolled part time at the College, excluding enrollment, 
in the Prison Education Network and the General Equivalency Diplam progren. During the same academic term, 2539 
students were enrolled full time at the College, again excluding enrollment, in the Prison Education Network and 
the General Equivalency Diploma program. Thus, approximately 551 of the headcount enrollment for the Fall s«*.ter 
consisted of part time and extension stoadents. a ocapari.cn of the biographical and demographic characteristic 
of these full time and part tims Fall 1973 students thus was u«tartaken and made possible through the search 
and merger of the Student History File and the Registration File of the computer Center. 

Table 1 presents data concerning the curriculun of study of full time students fc-2539) and the part time 
students (N-3054) for the Fall 1973 semester. Data indicate that a greater percentage of the pert time population 
than of the full time population was in the transfer curricula of the College that .raster. A u*al of 48 , of 
the part time students enrolled for the Fall of 1973 were enrolled in transfer curricula, as opposed to 331 enrolled 
in career curricula. In contrast, a total of 341 of the full time students for the sane semester were enrolled 
in transfer curricula, while 511 were enrolled in career curricula. 

Figure A presents a graphic distribution of the demographic characteristics of the full time and part tima 
Fall 1973 student population. Several findings are exhibited in the distributions: 

Females ccmpriseda higher proportion for the part time student population than for the full time population, 
481 versus 45% respectively. 

A higher proportion of the part time population than of the full time student population was married, 11% 
versus 5% respectively. 

A higher proportion of the part time students than of the full tims population resided in-county as opveced 
to out-of-oounty, 91% versus 79% respectively. 

Differences in ethnic group status also can be noted. Black ethnic group identification nude up a larger 
* proportion of the part time student population than of the full time student population for that W , j„ 
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FREQUENCY AMI PERCENTAGE DISTRlBUTtON OF STUDENT ZLt BY mJS^SSSvm STU^/s 
gAjLTWE STUDENTS. AND PART TIME STUOENTS SURVEY GROUP (FALL 1975) 



Fall 1973 

uwcwicuuHormeumrr: puii ti« students . _f.ii 1973 



Health Services 

Dantal Assistant 47 

Msdical lab Tech 2 7 

Nursing 167 

Radiologic Tech 16 



TOTAL (HEALTH SERVICES) 257 10% 

ftjsiness t Data Processing 
Accounting 

Aerospace (derations Mgt 
Canrnmications Media 
COoputar Operations 
Data Processing 
General Business 
Industrial Supervision 
Mu*eting 

Secretarial Science 

TOTAL (BUSINESS) 
Science Technologies 
Laboratory Tech 33 
Qmairantal Horticulture Tech 68 

TOTAL (SCIQCE TBCH) 1Q1 4% 



4 

5 
40 
6 



55 21 



9 

32 



Part Time Students Part Tiro Sunny Group 



TRANSFER CURRICULA 

Architecture 

fcisinews Administration 

Engineering Science 

Pine Arts . * 

Art & Design 

Hunanities * Social Sci 

Mathematics 

Math/Science 

Science— Biology 
Science— Chemistry 

Science— Ccnputer 
Science— Physics 

Pre-Mortuary Science 

TOTAL (TRANSFER) qc 0 11t " 

- 862 34% 1479 48% 617 48% 

CAREER CURRICUA 



76 


38 


12 


152 


324 


154 


20 


46 


19 


0 


7 


3 


154 


187 


74 


369 


666 


263 


1 


2 


2 


78 


129 


55 


11 


76 


33 


0 


4 


2 


1 


0 


6 



1 

0 
16 
3 



20 2% 



86 


149 


63 


1 


0 


0 


106 


33 


12 


3 


15 


2 


68 


153 


67 


68 


83 


35 


6 


6 


5 


30 


20 


9 


106 


135 


53 


474 19% 


594 19% 


246 



191 



3 
17 



41 1% 



20 2% 
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LAST CURRICULtM OF mRDLLMQrr 

Engineering Technologies 
Architectural Tech 
Aviation Electronic Tech 
Crafting Tech 
Electric Power Tech 
Electronics Tech 
Engrg Tech— Construction/Civil 
Engrg Tech—Electrical 
Engrg Tech— Electronech 
Engrg Tec h Mechanical 
Fire Science Tech 
Plight Attendant 
PUght Tech 
TOTAL (BdNELtONG) 
Public Service 
COmmity Service Aast 
Educational Aast 
Library/Media Aast 

Enforoanent Officer 
TOTAL (PIBLIC SERVICE) 

TOTAL (CABBRJ 

•OWWICrJUM t DEVELOPMHTOL PR0ORM* 
Contract Nursing 73 
ril Studies 249 
Special Groups 26 
TOTAL (NCM-CUWICUUM) 



Pall 1973 
Pull Tine Students 



7 
23 
14 
51 
24 
32 
3 
14 
0 
5 
39 

300 12% 

48 

63 
18 
42 
171 71 

1303 51% 



SIMM? OF ENROLLMENT 
TMN5FBI CURRICULA 
CAREER CURRICULA 
NQN-OURRICULLM PROGRAMS 
HON- DEGREE PROGRAMS 
CURRICUUM NOT GIVEN 



862 34% 

1303 51% 

348 14% 

17 1% 

9 0 % 
2539 



Pall 1973 
Part Time Students 



5 
1 
21 

7 
39 
66 
30 

4 

8 
13 

0 

7 

201 7% 

23 
19 
22 
38 



102 3% 



993 33% 



1479 48% 

993 33% 

532 17% 

18 1% 

32 1% 



Pall 1973 
Part Tims Survey Group 



2 

0 
12 

1 
12 
32 
13 

4 

2 
10 
0 
2 

90 7% 

8 

7 
15 
18 



48 4% 



424 33% 




3054 



617 48% 

424 33% 

213 17% 

7 1% 

24 2 % 
1285 
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DISTRIBUTION OF DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS OF FULL TIME STUDENTS, 
PART TIME STUDENTS, AND PART TIME STUDENTS SURVEY GROUP (FALL 1973) 



SEX 



full Tim StutatU 



1 MALE 




L_ 


55% 


FkMALE 






45% 



Part Time Students 



N - 2539 

MARITAL STATUS 

Full Time Stadanta 





Part Tim Stadenta 
Survay Group 



MALE 



50% 




MARRIED 



U% 



UNiAI 



89% 



N = 2539 



N « 3054 




UNMA1 



84% 



N « 1285 
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COUNTY OF RESIDENCE 

Full Time Student! 




Part Time students 



Part Tine Students 
Survay Group 



wry 



91% 




0UT-OHXXJN1Y 
211 



OOT-CP-OCWIW 



N - 2539 

ETHNIC GROUP IDENTIFICATION 

FV.ll Tine gtaadanta 



N - 3054 



BLACK 






16% 


1 SPANISH " 


31" 



Part Ti— Students 



WHITE 



78% 




- 1285 

Part Tine Students 
Survey Group 



BLACK 



15% 



WHITE 



81% 



FIGURE A-CONTINUED 



STUDENT STATUS 

Full Time Students 




N - 2539 

STUDENT LEVEL 

Full Time Students 




Part Time Students 



MEW 






48% 




— a*- 


REJ-ALH1T 


— 1%~ 


RBTOBNING 






51% 



N ■ 3054 
Part Tine Students 



o 
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Part Time Students 
Survey Group 




N - 1285 



Part Time Students 
Survey Group 



SOPHOMORES 



20% 



FRESHMEN 



80% 



N - 3054 



N * 1285 
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versus 16% respectively. Correspondingly, the White ethnic group identification made up a smaller proportion 
of the part time population than of the full time population, 76% versus 78% respectively. 

The comparison of the full time and part time student enrollment according to new, returning, transfer, 
and re-admit statuses, indicates that a leaser proportion of the part time than the full time populations 
consisted of new students for Fall 1973, 481 versus 55% respectively. Correspondingly, a higher proportion of 
the part tire student population than of the full time student population consisted of returning students, 51% 
versus 36% respectively. 

A lesser percentage of the part tire students than of the full time students were classified as sophoirres, 
rather than freshman for the Pall 1973 semester, 14% versus 11% respectively. 

In terms of student enrollment by municipality within Mercer County (see Table 2) , a higher proportion of the 
part tire student population than the full tire student population resided within the nunicipalities of East Windsor 
Township, Hightstown Borough, and ftiix»ton' Township, similarly, a lesser proportion of the part tire population 
than the full tire population resided within the municipalities of the City of Trenton, Swing Township, and Hamilton 
Township. 

Tables 1 and 2 and Figure A also enable comparison of the curriculum of selection and the demographic 
characteristics for the part tire student population <(M054) with the proportion of the population who completed 
the survey (N-1285) . Such a contrast gives suggestion as to the representativeness of the survey group, a 
probability sample, which this survey group of 1285 students is not, would be a mirror reflection of the population 
from which it is drawn, if truly representative. The misrepresentation of the survey group when compared with the 
population of part tire students, would be an indicator of the response bias inherent in the survey. Of course, 
unless a 100% response rate is obtained, there would be no guarantee that the survey group is representative, despite 
the size of the responding group itself. The probability is such, however, that we can expect that the survey group 
is -representative- of the population, given the approximtion of such characteristics. 

According to the findings, there is soma over-representation in the survey group of rerried persons, people 
residing within the county, and people of Write ethnic group identification. Correspondingly, there is an under- 
representation of unmarried individuals, cut-of-county residence, and persons of Black ethnic group identification. 

National information on part tire students in higher education has not been collected with regularity. 
Data were obtained for the first time on the school enrollment status, including post-secondary education, of 
persons over age 34 as part of the Current Population Survey, conducted by the Census Bureau for the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics in October 1972. 1 The U.S. Office of Education recently surveyed adult education, but these studies 
are less pertinent to this report because they concentrated upon non-credit courses and enrollments. 

The current Population Survey, however, showed that in the Pall of 1972 , 780,000 persons over age 34 were 
enrolled in higher education. This significant statistic concerning age of students likely could hold true for the 
College's population of part tire students as well. 2 Slightly over half of this national group of persons over 
age 34 were women, while in contrast, only 42% of all college students under age 35 were woman. This distribution 
would coincide with the findings in this report, as stated above, that a higher proportion of the part tire 
enrrllment than of the full time enrollment has consisted of females. 



*See Anne M. Young, "Going Back to School at 35", Monthly Labor Review (October 1973) , 39-42. 
u-r- «f JfilSH^JZ* 3 !?* for _J his 8 ^ concerning the age of the population of part tire students 
S'curreS^tSr Survey? ^ * " m " M ** ^Wison «iS 
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TABLE 2 

FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF STUDENT ENROLLMENT BY MUNICIPALITY IN 
MERCER COUNTY ACCORDING TO FULL TIME AND PART TIME HEADCOUNT (FALL 1973) 



Full Tim Part Time TOTAL 



City of Trenton 


689 


36% 


895 


34% 


1584 


35% 


last Windsor Township 


71 


4% 


204 


8% 


275 


6% 


Bwing Township 


It? 

190 


10% 


198 


8% 


388 




Hamilton Township 


625 


32% 


766 


29% 


1391 


31% 


nxgncsccwn oorougn 


40 


2% 


73 


3% 


113 


2% 


Hopewell Borough 


13 


1% 


20 


1% 


33 


1% 


Hopewell Township 


50 


3% 


74 


3% 


124 


3% 


Lawrence Township 


114 


6% 


152 


6% 


266 


6% 


Pennington Earough 


11 


1% 


7 


0% 


18 


0% 


Princeton Borough 


24 


1% 


37 


1% 


61 


1% 


Prime ton Township 


47 


2% 


77 


3% 


124 


3% 


Washington Township 


22 


1% 


27 


1% 


49 


1% 


West Windsor Township 


43 


2% 


89 


3% 


132 


3% 


TOTAL 


1939 




26.19 




4558 a 





*rotal enrollment figures exclude student enrollments in nunicipalities outside of the 
county or out-of-state. 
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According to data from the survey of part time student,, 20% of the respondent, indicated a completed 
educational level of an associate degree, bachelors degree, or other post-secondary degree. Another 37% have ob- 
tained sane post Ugh school ere s in higher education. Over half of the part tin* student population, if 
these data are representative, ware previously exposed to higher education. 

A number of items on the surve, form concern the present working statu, and employment situation of the 
surveyed individuals. Anong the responding students, 91% were presently working full time, and an additional 
9% were working part time, leaving a proportion of less than 1% who were not working. 3 A considerable variety 
of positions was held by these employed respondents. Ihe highest proportions of the respondents were working 
in Business (Clerical/Records), 24%, Fanning/Inching, 12%, Business Management, 10%, and, Skilled Trades, 7%. 
Of respondents who were presently working, 83% indicated they worked within Mercer County, while an additional 
10% worked within neighboring Burlington, Hunterton, Monmouth, Middlesex, and Sonerset counties. 
Educational Goals and Achievements 

Ihe expressed educational goals and desires of the part time student population did provide interesting 
data relative to aninaight to the personalities and motivation, of these students. Approximately 75% of the 
respondents fran the survey group indicated that college education for them was either "essential" or "important", 
while 21% indicated that college education was either "not vary important" or "not necessary". 

in terms of specifying the major objectives for attending MXC that semester, 33% of the respondent* indicated 
Occupational Upgrading to be the major objective, while the remainder was equally distributed between the following 
objectives, Person,! Development, 20%, Preparation for an Intended OccupationyCar-r, 20%, and, Preparation for 
Further Education, 211. 

Of the 1045 individuals intheeurveygrc^whohadnotyet completed an associate rfegre. or equivalent, 611 
indicated they were reasonably sura that they would not be able to complete a program, while 31* were uncertain. 

in terms of expressed plan, for farther eduction, 72% of the survey group indicated they planned to r*um 
to MXC next semester, 5% indicated they planned to return next year, and, another 5% .aid they planned to return 
to MXC, but at some later date. Approximately 10% of the survey group was uncertain about their further college 
plans. 

Asggganentg of the Collage 

considerable satisfactions were expressed by the survey group of part time students in assassin, various 
..pacts of the college. For a nvx*er of the itane, hoover, . significant proportion of the respondents indicated 
"No Basis for Opinion" in assessing a particular aspect. For the part tims student population, parhape in contrast 
to the full time student population, it might be expacted that the "No Basis for Opinion" response would be greater. 
That is, a student who was on campus only for one or two course, may not have had or taken the opportunity to be 
exposed to various aspects of the College in a relatively short and immediate tenure with the College. 

Ihe following list is an attempt to focus upon those asp«*s of the College, from the 28 item, included, in 
which theHo Basis for Opinio response was greater than 50%. For a total of 14 of the 28 aspects which were to b. 
assessed, over 50% of the respondents in the survey group indicated "No Basis for Opinion", 



s^st a^prc^cn of £ Stf£°Z SXfSJS."* * — -* 
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MO BASIS FOR OPINION 

(Response of greater than 50% within the survey group) BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



Student activities and clubs 


83% 


Financial aid program 


82% 


Placement services 


82% 


Transfer counseling services 


82% 


Vocational/career counseling services 


80% 


Qitranoe testing program 


79% 


Recreational program and activities 


76% 


Recreational facilities and equipment 


71% 


Pre-acknission counseling services 


69% 


Academic skills services 


67% 


Student orientation 


61% 


Personal counseling services 


61% 


laboratory facilities and equipment 


56% 


Academic Advisement 


54% 



By excluding the "No Basis for <*inion" response and the nan response to each item, a total assessment of 
expressed satisfaction/dissatisfaction with the selected aspects my be obtained. Par purposes of this analysis 
then, the responses of "Very Satisfied" and "Satisfied" were joined and taken as a proportion of the whole response. 
The assessments so derived are, indicated below in descending order, beginning with the aspect of the College receiving 
the highest degree of satisfaction among the 28 aspects so considered: 

EXPRESSED SATISFACTION WITH ASPECT: 



Classroon facilities and equipment 


96% 


Study facilities and equipment 


95% 


Bookstore materials and holdings 


93% 


Laboratory facilities and equipment 


93% 


Library services 


93% 


Recreational facilities and equipment 


931 


Program or curricuJar offerings 


92% 


Academic skills services 


91% 


Individual assistance from instructors 


91% 


Bookstore services 


90% 


Classroon instruction 


90% 


Library materials and holdings 


90% 


Placement services 


88% 


Admissions procedures 


87% 


Course offerings 


87% 


Entrance testing program 


86% 


Class scheduling 


83% 


Student activities and clubs 


83% 



Recreational program and activities 


821 


Student orientation 


821 


Academic advisement 


791 


Food services 


791 


Registration procedures 


79% 


Financial aid program 


76% 


Personal counseling 


70% 


Transfer counseling services 




Vocational/career counseling services 


69% 


Pre-admission counseling serviceb 


64% 
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Survey of Desires a rf Prefargre» 

Several item were included in the survey form in order to obtain sane degree of preferences ancng the 
part time student portion for when and where courses should be offered. Mien asked which oanpus site we. 
preferred, 77% of the respondent, indicated the West Windsor Canpus, while 13% irticated Benton Center Canpus. 
A total of 10% of the respondents, hcwever, did indicate a preference for offering courses at the extension center 
Canpuses in Hopewell, Princeton, or Hightetom. Vhen asked which time of day was preferred, 75% of the responknte 
indicated the evening, while 17% preferred the naming, aid 8% preferred the afternoon. 

*» survey also asked respondents to indicate in which of the listed services «ri program they would 
be interested, shodd the College adept such in the future. Ihis iten wes inclined in order to get sons degree 
of need assesanante and sane degree of announomnt of the existence of the specified services and program, 
A total of 1162 students fron the survey group (N-1285), or 90%,iitiioated an interest in one or nore of the 
services listed. The distribution of expressed interest in services is listed below » 4 

SERVICES (n»1162) 

a) College Credit by Examination 

b) Saturday classes 28% 

c) Acadanic Advisement 22% 

d) Ccwneeling Services 19% 

e) Child Day/Evening Care Center 15% 

f) Sunday classes 10% 

g) Tutoring services 9% 

Similarly, a total of 568 students fron the survey group {N-1285), or 44%, ideated an interest .in one or mere 
of the program listed. The distribution of expressed interert in program is listed below: 4 
PROGRAMS (n-568) 

a) Travel & Tourism 41% 

b) Ceramics 29% 

c) Real Estate 22% 

d) Agricultural Studies 16% 
d) Executive Housekeeping 9% 



4 

Since multiple responses were possible for thia item, the distribution will exceed 100%. 
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an*™ and impucaxicns BEST C0P * AWUUBll 

This study of part time students provides information aba* these student, at Mercer County canity College 
who were enrolled for the Fall s«nester of 1973 for less than 12 charge hour.. Data for the study ware obtained 
through responses ro questionnaires nailed to students .t the end of that Fall 1973 semester. Usable quesUonnaire. 
were received from 42% of the Ration, for a total resp^e of 1285 part til- students. Cautery informal 
for the study was obtained through access to the Student History File and Registration File a* through the developnant 
of anEasytrieve data base and program. 

It is hoped that this survey may focus attention on sane of the considerations, such a. the following, which 
might wen be taken into account in understanding a distinct -<pent of the enrolled stud** body-the part tin. 
student. Through such beginnings of an understanding, decisions can evolve to provide requisite programs and 
services needed for this segment of the entire enrollment. 

1) This was an initial effort of the college to develop and administer a study concentrating solely upon the 
part time and extension student population. Subsequent studies should be able to focus upon more specific and 
particular areas of concern or interest of the part time student population such as the following: pursuit of 
educational goal.; change of major curriculum; change or alteration of assents of the College, program financing, 
student admissions/recruitment, and special categories of pert time students including, wanen, senior citizens, 
veterans, handicapped. 

2) Analysis of the enrollment growth at the College since 1967, indicate, that the percentage change in part 
time student enrollment is significantly greater than the par~*ag. change in full time student enrollment ov« 
that period of time. The mean percent change figure, as adept- by the Long Range Planning Committee for utilization 
in development of the Five-Year Master Plan, cartas to a figure of 8%, for the part time enrollment growth, as 
opposed to 5» change for full *ime enroll*.* growth. As shown in Ttt,!. 3, th«, end assu^ this percent change 
figure remains constant and in the direction indicated for the projected years, the College can anticipate an 
increasingly greater proportion of its student, being of part time status rather than full time status. F^thernure, 
an increasing percentage of the Full-Tine-Equivalent statistic will be a r-ult of the part time student growth. 
These findings indicate that the fiscal stability of the College may be increasingly dependent upon the part time 
student enrollment. 

3) A total of 33% of the responding part time student, indicated the major objective for attending the College 
for the semester was for Occupational Upgrading. A similar item, when posed to the ncn-returning student population, 
of Fall 1973 and Spring 1974, indicated that Occupational upgrading wa, a major objective in attending the College 
for no more than 7% of these former full time students 5 These figure, suggest that this objective is uost pre- 
dominant for the part time student as a reason to .ttand the College, in potential contrast to other segment, of the 
enrollment. In the future,greater attention may have to be given to Mcertaining occupational areas requiring the 
upgrading of employee skills and Knowledge. This objective for atterding the College, at least -ncng part ti™ 
students, may be of long range significance in the planning effort, of the College. 

of l^tij^ ^^f^^jf^j 1971 ™* m . Mercer County Ccnunity College, Office 
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4) This study of the part tiro and extension student population indicates that the part time students, 
in contrast with full time students, exhibited, for at least that Fall 1973 semester, a number of differences 
in danographic characteristics: The part time student was more likely married, more likely of Black ethnic 
group identification, more likely of Oriental ethnic group identification, more likely of workinj status, full 
time or part time, more likely of female sex, and, nore likely of a higher level of oc^leted education. Given 
national data available, 6 the part time student at the College also was likely older in age. with such distinct 
dwcgraphic differences, it probably follows that many academic and intellectual needs and aspirations of these 
students differ from those of their full time ocunterparts. If so, considerable ramifications are possible and 
even inevitable. Instruction and student services may need to be revised to accomodate satisfactorily the new 
and different students **o are more mature and experienced and who have competing familial and financial rever- 
sibilities. The*, students ccme from different eccnrmic background, and differ from the 18-21 year old full time 
ocunterparts in activities and achievements. Even their sense of humor may be different. These students, then, 
may bring new insights and expectations to the classroom and ampus, but they also may bring nav learning problems, 
particularly resulting from the hiatus inth*r formal classical study, and new student personnel requirements. 
In other words, the composite of differences in the make-up and background of the part time student population 
nay have numerous consequences for the College in its development of services and programs. 

5) Recent reports fron the Carnegie Commission have delineated numerous reasons why society increasingly 
needs higher education. The studies have stressed the importance of the higher education oomunity adjusting 
to the transition fron the current stage of mass higher education to the coning stages of "universal-access" and 
"universal-attendance" higher education. During the last few years, continuing education, Ufa-long learning, 
adult teaming, and similar concepts have become highly popular in post-secondary education. Per instance, 
The American Council on Education's Corrdttee on Higher Adult Education ha. endorsed continuing edition and 
r-c^^ended a number of ways it could be officially iirplenentad. similarly, the Ccemission on Non-Traditional 
Study assessed the wide variety o< extant non-traditional progr», and proffered nunarou. specific recognition.. 
The Commission concluded its deliberations on coitinuing education by charging, 7 "if we choose to be elitist in 
cur institutions, we had better honestly say so. if we choose to op™ doors, for new .tutait populations of all 
ages, we had better make mire we have workable plan, to do so...." Non-traditional designs of education have become 
imperative, inshort, because the life pattern, of modern men and women have theneelve. becon. non-traditional. 
Frm an institution designed for the clear nurpce. of academic and -d-prof^ional collegiate education, the 
«*t«„u.y <,.lln,,n I, I*™!,,, (i r .. (V , ^yUunr, «,U«m". ^ mmn ^ r iHmu ^ 

my find it-elf becuning a rulti faceted institution whoee purpose, are rapidly being expanded ani mlefinal. 

6) Presumably persons over the "normal" college ages of 18-21 are motivated to continue their education 
for several identifiable reasons-e.g. personal or intellectual growth, professional improvem.it required for 
higher pay or higher employment status, professional upgrading required for certification, social or recreational 
activity development. Another motivation may simply be to finish a program fron whioh the individual had dropped 
out. The Census Bure au has projected to 1990 the nu*er of persons 25 year, old and ever who will have dieted 

of ^earfe^^i ggg^ffi Dif *» *™ "^1" Isttm^nrn,? (Washington, Office 
Wssion on Non-Traditional Study, Diversity by Design (San Francisco, Jossey-Bass, 1973), 39. 
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The considerable responses of "No Baaia (or Oplnicai" in asaaeaina th* , 
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11) The survey group showed considerable interests in various services that the College might offer 
them in the future, including academic advisement, college credit by elimination, child care center, Saturday 
classes, and counseling services, in some cases, the students apparently have received academic advisement, 
perhaps through a non-structured or informal format, but would be interested in seeing a total advisement process 
adopted. The same conclusion possibly ocxOd be reached with regard to counseling services. Similarly, a nu^er 
of the respondents frcm the survey group expressed interest in listed programs which the College might adopt in 
the future including, in descending order of response, Travel and Tourism, Ceramics, Real Estate, and Agricultural 



Studies. 10 



12) The higher proportion of returning students in the part time population than in the full time population 
for the Pall of 1973, suggests a pattern of p*.i.t«t enrollment for many students. It may indicate that increasing 
proportions of students, due to numerous pressures of financial and personal responsibility, are opting for the 
part time enrollment path toward accomplishing their educational objective., rather than a full tiro enrollment 
path. 

13) If, as the part time enrollment patterns suggest and as the County's population projections support, 
the future growth of the College likely will be in its part time student population, then, further consideration 
should be given to the admissions and recruitment of such a segnnt of potential student enrollment. As the 
College, in recent years, has increased its enphasi. upon student recruitment efforts, so too in the future should 
it consider attending to the recruitment of part time students. That is, marketing energies and efforts should 
ir«easingly go beyond the local high school populations f ran which the typical full time student comes, and 
approach area clubs, churches, housing developments, unions, or residential institutions for prospective part tin. 



enrollments. 



14) Overall, the findings of this study support the contentions that the pert time student will assume 
a larger role in determining the future of Mercer County Community College. If the part tins student population 
will be a significant determining variable, then, the College should make every ai'ort to plan for and meet that 
future, fell, continuing education, such as in the development of potential action programs and services for 
the part time student* may preeent an attractive means for helping to alleviate pending financial pressures, 
it may also induce nW problems and issues. To that end, a result of this study could well be the formation 
of a task force of the College charged to strengthen alternative education of the College for pert time study. 
Planning, policies, and operations should be oriented toward the custoner who increasingly and significantly 
now wears the label of a part time student. 



Studies since has been adopted by the College, with expanded curricular offerings. 
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